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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


As required by law we respectfully submit the following 
Report of the condition of the common schools of Swanzey 
for the year ending March 11, 1884. 

The amount of school money—divided as in the last six 
years, by giving each school $25.00, and one half of the re- 
mainder according to the valuation, and the other half accord- 
ing to the number of scholars that attend school—was 
$2,175.26. Of this $175.26 was the Literary Fund, and 
$2,000.00 was the direct appropriation of the town, which 
is $495.50, greater than is required by law. This is a sum 
proportionally larger than the average raised by other towns 
in Cheshire County, and slightly smaller than the average 
raised by all the towns in the State. Besides this District 
No. 9 received $29.00 from the town of Richmond as part of 
what was due. 

We have had 13 ‘separate schools, taught by 17 different 
teachers, all ladies, four less than were employed last year. 
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There have been for all the schools 29 terms with an average 
length of a little more than 10 weeks. Districts Nos. 2, 7 
and 10 have had three terms each, while each of the others 
have had two terms. 


Our school houses remain very much as last year, except 
in Nos. 10 and 11, where internal changes have been made. 
In No. 10 over $200.00 has been expended in remodeling 
the school room, anteroom and wood room—making the 
first smaller and the last two larger—a decided improvement 
in all. Single seats and desks of modern construction have 
taken the place of those which were thought good enough 26 
years ago when they were made, but are considered anti- 
quated now. <A neat teacher’s desk and suitable recitation 
seats, together with painted and papered walls, make a very 
attractive school room. Union District No. 11, has fitted 
up and furnished an additional room and has had three 
schools instead of two as heretofore. ‘This we consider in 
the line of progress. for it obviates the disadvantages arising 
from crowded schools and a multiplicity of classes for one 
teacher. The shortening of the school which it occasions is 
the only objection to be considered ; and that is mostly com- 
pensated by the improved advantages offered for learning. 

The district voted to raise $250.00 to furnish a new school 
room. Only $182.00 was used for this purpose. Of the re- 
mainder $25.00 was applied for schooling, no more of this 
sum raised having been expended. 

The furnishing committee purchased a teacher’s desk, 40 
desks of an improved pattern for scholars, and a_ suitable 
number of recitation seats. of similar make. The district 
also raised $50.00 for fixing the furnace for heating the new 
school room, only a part of which being used, the balance was 
applied to the schools. 

George W. Stratton, a former resident of West Swanzey, 
has presented the Grammar school with ‘‘The People’s Cy- 
clopedia,” in three volumes, which will prove very valuable 
as books of reference. 
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Districts Nos. 2, 5, 8, 9 and 11, which have recently built 
new school houses and taxed themselves year by year for the 
payment of the same, are now free from debt, with the excep- 
tion of No. 5, which has voted to pay the remainder of hers 
the ensuing year. 

SPECIAL REPORTS OF SCHOOLS. 

District No. 1. Both terms of this school were well man- 
aged and prosperous. Commendable improvement was made 
in those branches of study to which attention was given. <A 
better examination has not been witnessed in this school for 
several years than that at the close of the fall term; particu- 
larly a class in history acquitted itself admirably. 

No. 2. The three terms of this school proved to be no ex- 
ception to the uniformly good schools of the past few years. 
They were managed by an experienced and efficient teacher, 
and very satisfactory results attended her instructions. It is 
sometimes the case that a few advanced scholars are put for- 
ward by the teacher at public examinations and a large part 
of the time is devoted to their performances, while those that 
are slower of thought and more backward, are little noticed. 
Nothing of this deceptive appearance was witnessed here. A 
due proportion was assigned to each scholar, and nearly ev- 
ery one did his part well. 

No. 3. Slight complaints were heard from certain parties 
relative to the management of this school; but the teacher 
appeared to be well qualified for her work; the school al- 
ways appeared well when the committee was present, the 
order was good, and very perceptible improvement on the part 
of the scholars was manifested. We are glad the district 
has voted to remove and repair its school house. <A_ better 
location and better house is much needed. 

No. 4. The summer term was well taught, well managed, 
and general satisfaction was given to all parties. The 
teacher of the fall term, though a good scholar, and an excel- 
lent teacher, apt in illustration and loving her vocation, failed 
in this instance to secure that good order which is an indis- 
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pensable requisite for the prosperity of any school. Conse- 
quently the progress of the scholars was not what it otherwise 
would have been. 


No. 5. Two quiet, pleasant terms of school, characterized 
by good order and a fair degree of improvement. 

No. 6. Here were two terms of nineteen weeks in all, 
taught by an efficient teacher. ‘The improvement was all 
that could reasonably be expected from the best exertions of 
any teacher in so short a time. ‘The scholars were prompt 
and regular in attendance and appeared orderly and studious. 


No. 7. The three short terms of this school were taught 
by two different teachers ; the summer and winter terms by 
the teacher who was employed last year, and whose report 
then would apply as well this year. At the closing examin- 
ation good progress was shown for the year. The school ap- 
peared well and there was, to all appearances, a pleasant re- 
lation between teacher and pupils. Among the most inter- 
esting classes we make mention of one in Primary History, 
and one in Hutchinson’s Physiology. ‘The people of the dis- 
trict have reason to feel that they have had a good school in 
the past year. 

No. 8. This district had two successful terms under the 
direction of different teachers. Both were faithful and la- 
bored for the improvement and proper advancement of those 
under their charge and with good results. Your committee 
missed visiting this school on the last day of the second 
term; but he has positive assurance that the examination re- 
flected credit upon teacher and pupils. 

The new and tidy school house here completed two years 
ago, has undoubtedly a good influence on the school, and is 
to be remembered as an important factor. 

No. 9. Union Districr. This district still maintains the 
reputation for having good schools; and in this respect as 
before reported, it takes a high rank in town. The two 
terms, comprising 22 weeks, were in charge of an experienced 
teacher who taught two terms in the same school last year. 
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She came this year with a better acquaintance of the district, 
and was thereby better enabled to do the work she accom- 
plished in the school. The parents and citizens here take a 
lively interest in their school and visit it. This lends aid and 
encouragement to the teacher. A good number of visitors 
were present at the last examination who manifested much 
interest in the exercises. The classes were prompt and 
showed a good degree of thoroughness in their studies. 
There was a good percentage of daily attendance. 


No. 10. The faithful and energetic teacher who taught 
this school last year had the management of the first term 
this year, which was eminently successful. She was obliged 
to leave on account of ill health, but the district was fortunate 
in securing the services of another who taught the second and 
third terms with nearly or quite equal success. The scholars 
in this school are not so far advanced as in some others in 
town; but taking into consideration the average attendance, 
percentage of attendance, cases of tardiness, roll of honor, 
and number of visitors, no other register presents a more 
satisfactory appearance than that for this school. 


No. 11. Unton Districr. In this district there have been 
three schools which have been graded instead of the two 
grades as they were formerly arranged. The length of 
schooling has been 23 weeks against 29 weeks in the preced - 
ing year. This difference of six weeks is not altogether on 
account of forming a new school, as might be supposed, but 
partly because more reserved funds belonging to the district 
were used last year to lengthen the schools than they had this 
year for that purpose. There have been 103 enrolled schol- 
ars during the year with about an equal number in each 
school. 

The Grammar Department. This has been under the 
management of a superior teacher of large experience who 
ably performed her work, and with as much thoroughness as 
possible. ‘The scholars in the past year have not ranked so 
high in scholarship, on an average, as those in a few previous 
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years when a larger class of older ones were in attendance. 
But a younger class of bright and promising ones will soon 
fill their places if they remain constant and faithful at school. 

At the beginning of the first term there was some delay in 
organizing, caused by not having the new school room fur- 
nished in season. After this the scholars settled down to 
steady, earnest work, and, with few exceptions, could have 
done no better. 

The Intermediate Department was under the instruction of 
a good teacher who succeeded well, although the government 
of the school was the most trying part of the work. The 
classes were well taught and generally appeared well in reci- 
tation. The improvement made during the school year was 
commendable. ‘The same teacher also taught successfully in 
this district last year. 

The Primary Department. 'This was an interesting school, 
and was in charge of one who had the happy faculty of man- 
aging little children, and a successful method of teaching 
them. As there were but few classes the teacher had ample 
time to devote to each one of them, and the time was im-’ 
proved without working these young scholars to their dis- 
couragement, or crowding their minds with incomprehensible 
ideas. The intelligence and improvement shown by these 
children, elicited praise from the visitors, and was to them a 
surprise. 


GENERAL SUGGESTION 


Truancy. Some of our village schools have sutehad more 
the past year from this cause than we have been accustomed 
to see. The fault has not seemed to be from any lack of vig- 
ilance or interest on the part of our teachers, but rather from 
inability of parents to control the attendance of their chil- 
dren, or govern their wayward habits. 

Cases have come to our notice where scholars were out of 
school wandering about unbeknown to their parents on ex- 
cuses, perhaps, which they had themselves framed to deceive 
the teachers, or perhaps without any excuse whatever, except 
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that of idleness. Weshould have fewer instances of truancy 
if parents would take more pains to inform themselves con- 
cerning the ways of those they send to school. They would - 
then be better able to co-operate with the teachers in correct- 
ing these habits. One good way to be informed in this mat- 
ter would be to visit the school and learn from the teacher’s 
record of attendance. 

The appointment of one or two efficient truant officers 
might have an effect to improve the attendance of scholars. 
Their duty, under the direction of the committee, would be to 
arrest truants, and generally to enforce the laws of the State 
and regulations of said committee, respecting the attendance 
of children at school between the ages of 6 and 16, in obe- 
dience to law. But as yet your committee has found no suit- 
able person wha was willing to undertake the difficult and 
delicate task. 


School Apparatus. Most of our school rooms are defi- 
cient in maps, charts, globes. and other illustrative appa- 
ratus, which if possessed and properly used would well repay 
the cost. Many intricate lessons are made clear to the mind of 
the child through the eye that would otherwise be faint and 
dim. Only four of our schools have outline maps; all should 
have them. No. 11 has only one set fer its three schools, 
and they are being much injured by removing them from one 
school room to another. We think it would be well for the 
town to purchase one comprehensive map for each of its 
schools. 


Text Books. As our Legislature at its last session modi- 
fied the law pertaining to studies to be used in our common 
schools, and added to the list Physiology and Hygiene, or 
particularly that part of the same which has special reference 
to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics 
upon the human system, we would recommend as a suitable 
text book on the subject, ‘*Brand’s Lessons on the Human 
Body.” 

Vocal Music has been practiced in most of our schools, in 


10 


‘some cases where the teachers were not singers. If judi- 
ciously managed we would encourage the practice, believing 
that good and. only good results would follow. It would be 
a valued acquisition if all our children would learn to sing. 


Composition. Only about one-fourth of our scholars have 
attended to composition writing. This is not included in 
‘‘other studies,” as reported in the tables. It is the practi- 
cal part of grammar—an art which every scholar throughout 
his life will be required to practice. What better place to make 
the requisite preparation than in the common school, under 
the directing care of the skillful teacher to point out errors 
and suggest the better way of expressing thought? We 
would recommend increased attention to this subject. 


Reading. We have in our schools some good readers ;_ it 
is a pleasure to listen to them. All are reported as making 
this a study, but we fear that in too many instances it is 
but a nominal study, else our schools would not send out so 
many poor readers. If the words are called right it fre- 
quently passes without further criticism, while articulation, 
emphasis, inflection and modulation in all their forms are 
ignored. 

Teachers should give the changes on words and sentences, 
aiming to get the correct idea of the author and require their 
scholars to imitate them in the correct reading. 


As an auxiliary to our common school education we are 
happy to speak of the Mt. Cesar Union Library Associa- 
tion, which for the past four years, under the guiding hand 
of the ladies, with an energy worthy of much praise, has been 
gathering a library of books which now numbers about 450 
volumes, and is constantly increasing. 


Also a local branch of the Chautauqua Literary and Scien- 
tific Circle or ‘‘People’s College,” which has recently been 
formed in this town—an organization which invites all ages 
and classes to a course of systematic reading and study. 
We would encourage all efforts which tend to keep our chil- 
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dren from the haunts of dissipation and vice, and fit them 
physically, mentally, and morally, for the serious and practi- 
cal duties of life. 


GeEorGE I. CurLer, Superintending 
Atonzo A. Ware, { School Committee. 
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ADOPTED AND NOW USED IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF SWANZEY, 





The New Testament; Worcester’s and Webster’s Dic- 
tionaries. 

Readers—The Franklin Series. 

Spellers—Swinton’s Word Book. 

Writing Books—Payson, Dunton & Scribner’s. 

Arithmetics—Robinson’s First Book and Complete Arith- 
metic. 

Geographies—Harper’s School Geography and Introduc- 
tory, Warren’s Physical. 

Grammar— Reed & Kellogg’s Higher Lessons and 
Graded Lessons in English. 

Histories—Quackenbos’ and Goodrich’s. 

Algebras—Greenleaf’s and Davies’. 

Physiology—Brand’s and Hutchinson’s, 

Philosophy—Steele’s. 

Book-Keeping—Mayhew’s. 
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tendance. 
No. over 15 years. 
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Selectmen’s enumera- 


Number of|/Av.Attend./Amt. to each|Amt. to each ft Nibeer ey aud iB. 

















Scholars. |fortheyear.| District. Scholar. 
feud. BOYS: Girls. 

24 16.79 $129.48 $5.39 9 10 
46 31.20 249.68 5.43 20 . 20 
eek 1B Ee! ks 119.52 7.47 9 2 
20 13.93 128.64 6.43 11 if 
17 12.48 139.13 8.18 5 8 
rh ieee 20.50 121.46 5.28 12 8 
32 17.91 183.43 5.73 13 13 
16 12.52 108.92 6.81 8 7 
36 29.88 161.83 4.49 9 11 
24 17.90 185.22 7.72 2 6 
103 80.30 647.95 6.29 49 53 
857 265.32 $2,175.26 $6.09 154 145 
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REPORT OF 


SELECTMEN AND TREASURER. 


We, the Selectmen and Treasurer of the Town of Swan-. 
zey, submit the following financial report for the year ending” 


March 1, 1884. 
Appropriations at the annual meeting in March, 1883. 








Support of schools, $2,000 00: 
Support of poor, 500 00: 
Support of bridges, / 500 00: 
Town charges, 1,000 00 
Repair of highways, (paid in labor,) 1,500 00: 
* APRIL INVOICE, 1883. 
Resident real estate, $415,220 00 
Non-resident real estate, 83,805 00 
Mills and Machinery, 45,480 00 
Stock in trade, 38,375 00 
Money at interest, 26,480 00 
Stock in banks and other corporations, 7,100 00 
Stock in public funds, 13,300 00: 
458 polls, 45,800 00: 
374 horses, 22,505 00 
70 oxen, 4,345 00 
518 cows, 13,776 00 
298 other cattle, 5,084 00 
772 sheep, 2,560 00 
24 hogs, 232 00: 
44 carriages, 2,715 00 
Total valuation, $726,777 00 
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Rate per cent., .97 

Tax resulting, 

Tax on 68 dogs, 

Non-resident highway tax, 
Unpaid highway labor taxes, 1882, 


Committed to collector on town account, 


School house taxes assessed as follows: 


$7,049 74 
73 00 

198 61 
26 ‘86 


$7,348 21 








District No. 5, $116 14 
sir haat ® 93 98 
fe 6 106 14 
RS EE He 304 26 
Total school house taxes, $620 52 
West Swanzey fire district tax, 389 81 
Total amount committed to collector, $8,358 54 
‘ RECEIPTS FOR 1883. 

Remaining in treasury, March 1, 1883, $112 33 
Tax remaining in collector’s hands, 973 26 
Interest on taxes from collector, 82 40 
Received from State, Savings Bank tax for 1883, 2,206 14 
ey os ‘¢ Literary fund he 183 60 
v6 we ‘© Railroad tax ve — 69 75 
ty ‘¢. County for support of paupers, 330 66 
ay ‘¢ license on dogs, 151 00 

A ‘+ K. Stone, tax on D. Twitchell place 
and costs refunded, 17 19 
"3 ‘¢ Stratton Mills Company highway tax, 71 
fe ‘¢ Edwin Hill, shingles, a0 
a ‘¢ State bounty on wild animals, 17 90 


$4,095 44 





DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 

Kk. Wilcox, selectman for’ 1882, 
George O. Capron, ‘* ‘#4 
PAOUAG CA) WATE y aes) ake ee 
George I. Cutler, town clerk tor 1882, 

co Ue" sup. school committee, 
Alonzo A. Ware, * a a 
Edmund Stone, collector for 1882, 
George E. Whitcomb, town treasurer for 1882, 


George W. Willis, supervisor, ar tak 
O. Sprague, mie ‘6 1883, 
Daniel Snow, 6s ere ee 
Park E. Wright, 6 we 6 


C. H. Howard, moderator, 
George Whitcomb, sexton, 
B. C. Snow, * 


SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Mrs. Luther Smith and child, aid furnished, 
Burial of child, 

Charles Brown and family, aid furnished, 
Burial ef Mrs. Brown, 


Francis Bernard and family, medical attendance, 


John Plummer and family, aid furnished, 


OU 
00 
OO 
16 
O0 
O00 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
OU 
OO 
00 


00 
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$623 
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SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


Grace O. Hale at Insane Asylum, 
ceca de hy i County farm, 
ea ia. ** conveyance from asylum to 
county farm, 
Charles Mark, aid furnished, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Alfred ‘Talbot, breaking roads, 


D. B. C. Hill, 66 66 
D. Twitchell, we 6 
H. Evans, 6“ 66 
H. W. Leonard. ‘* 66 


J. L. Winch, work on. highway. 
A. B. Dickinson, ‘ x 


Thayer Thomson, ‘‘ 6 
Charles Marsh, ‘ 6 
O. S. Eaton, 66 vc 
Geo! O: Capron, ** 


ETE bas ole Hill, 66 
Alonzo Farr, 
J. Gamash, v 


Lauson Hill, ad 66 

J. O. Gary, snowing bridge, 
George W. Faulkner,‘ ¢* ete. , 
Edwin Hill, work on Wilcox bridge. 
J. B. Adams, — * Bi Re ‘ 

M. M. Worster, ‘‘ * 7 


J. W. Murphy, work on bridge, etc., 
G. L, Underwood, building culvert, 


$183 


hr O. 
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D0 
Ol 


61 
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Sarah Draper, bridge plank, 6 31 
C. L. Russell & Co., bridge plank, ete., 7 24 
James Marsh, bridge timber, 10 00 
QO. Sprague, A A 27 55 





$270 37 





SHINGLING BRIDGES. 


Depo. Hills labor, $180 41 
Alonzo Farr, ‘ 50 52 
S. W. & F. L. Snow, shingles, 358 18 
QO. Sprague. a SiC.; 12 85 


S601 96 


BUILDING ROADS. 


Ansel A. Morse, Morse road including land 


purchased, $ 40. 00 
J. 5. Herrick, Perry road, . 912 00 
J. L. Winch, railings and culvert, 23 00 
D. B. C. Hill, iron for railings, 3110 
J. H. Gunn, land damage, 250 00 
J. P. Holbrook, ** ¢f 25 00 
S. Bishop, ae sf 15 00 








$1,268 10 


NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 


M. J. Bailey, interest, $ 100 00 
Kk. Rh. Bailey, note and interest, 520 00 
A. KE: Howes, — ‘ hy 208 OO 
S. Willis, AA « 220 00 


$1,548 00, 


20 
SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Appropriated by the town, 
Literary fund for 1882, 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


G. W. Eastman, damage to sheep by dogs, 


B. Rixford, + 6 
A. A. French, a6 

Frank I. Handy. be 66 

D. Twitchell, public watering trough. 
Susanna Read. *: 6 

William Merriam. ‘ bs 


Samuel Bishop. 

Edward Wilcox. 

George H. Nims. ‘* 

DB. O. Fiat; *K a 
satchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 

Joel Hammond, lighting bridge, 

J. D. Colony & Sons, printing town reports, 
W. H. Spalter, blank books, 

Martin Cook, wood for town house, 


K. Stone, tax and costs on D. Twitchell place, 


G. I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths. 

Kk. Stone, non-resident highway tax receipts. 
Abatement of taxes for 1881, 1882. 
Sounties on wild animals, 

George Whitcomb, labor in cemetery, 

West Swanzey fire company, 

H. L. Kiblin, painting and repairing hearses, 
(ieorge Whitcomb, sawing wood, etc.. 

S. M. Dinsmoor, reporting births. 


32.000 
175 





$2,175 
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00 
00 
00 
OO 
00 
00 
00 
00 
OO 
00 
00 
00 
OO 
13 
25 
O06 
19 
OO 
78 
29 
30 
OO 
00 
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E. H. Davis, overtax, 1 00 
G. W. Garfield, *: 10 00 
I. F. Downing, tolling bell, 75 
Recording two deeds, 1 12 
$490 82 
RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 

Cash remaining in the Treasury March 1, 1883, $112 33 
Received from collector, 8,800 00 
Interest on taxes from collector for 1882, 32 40 
Received from State, Savings Bank tax for 1883, 2,206 14 
- ‘+ Literary fund iassidicueds 183 60 
se Railroad tax teat il 69 7d 
County for support of paupers. 330 66 
license on dogs. 151 00 

’ E. Stone, tax on D. ‘Twitchell place 
and costs refunded, PEL 
Stratton Mills Co., highway tax, 71 
% ‘+ EK. Hill, shingles, 50 
f ‘¢ State bounty on wild animals, 17 90 
$11,922 18 


22 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Town oflicers. 
State tax, 
County tax, 
Support of poor. 
Re ** schools, 
Highways and bridges. 
Notes and interest paid. 
School house taxes, 
West Swanzey fire district tax, 
Miscellaneous expenditures, 


Balance in treasury. 


LIABILITIES. 


M. J. Bailey, amount of note, 
Kstimated due town officers, 
Unpaid labor, shingling bridges, 


602 00 


380 
490 


OO 
82 


$11,156 


15 


786 05 


$11,922 18 


$2.516 67 
dD0 OO 
15 33 


Due County Commissioners, board of Grace O. Hale; 65. 00 


ASSETS. 
Cash in Treasury, 
Cash in collector’s hands, 
Due from state, bounty on wild animals, 
Due from County, 


$3,147 00 


$786 03 
a31 80 
a0 

D4 50 


$1.572 85 


Total amount of liabilities. $3,147 00 
Total amount of assets. S72: 83 
Leaving the indebtedness of the town at this date, 

March, 1, 1884. SU TIAL 


ALONZO A. WARE, Selectmen 


DANIEL B. C. HILL, of 
ALONZO FARR. \ Swanzey. 


GEORGE KE. WHITCOMB, Treasurer. 
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